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ANTI-THEFT BRAKE OR CLUTCH thereof from fee whed cylindei back to the master cylinder 

LOCKING DEVICE ^ authorized procedure pennits said baciflow. 

Pat No. 4,493,198 discloses an anti-theft lock for a 

CLAIM OF PRIORTTY pedal operated apparatus. The invention incorporates first 
This appb'catioB is a continuation-in-part of co-pending ^ and second stop bocUes which are arrang^ to clan^ around 

U.S. Sct. No. 08/949,009 entitled ANn-THEFT BRAKE ^^^^ ^ P^^- ^^^^ 

LOCKING DEVICE filed Oct 10 1997. place, the pedal cannot be operated unless the ^aratus is 

restrained. 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION VS. Pat No. 4.934,492 disdoses an automatic brake- 

^ . . ^. ... ^ L t 1 i-r locking mechanism which locks the brake of a vehicle 

This mvention relates to an anti-men brake-locKing , - ». ^ t* t i ^ • 

* . ^ , * , t . - . , _t- 1. *r having a hydrauhc brake system The system incorporates a 

device for vehicles, which is particuiany suitable for both _ _® , * j j * * - - ^ *t. 

. ^ ^^..-^ safety switch provided to operate in conjunction with the 

automatic and standard transmission vemcies. More . ,J . ^ *xt_ /*_ j • w *t 

, " " u , . . . - , ^ igmbon switch so that the safety switch and the Ignition both 

^cdarly,thisinventon^ must be operated to an "on" position toreiease ^auxiKary 

the brake or dutch pedal from being depressed. 15 ^^^e to aUow normal operation of the vehicle. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION U.S. Pat No. 5,040387 similarly disdoses a vehicle 

brake lock assembly whidi engages a brake pedal and which 

Automotive theft is a major worldwide problem The U.S. includes a U-shaped end portion wWch engages the brake 

Federal Bureau <tf Investigation has reported that a car is ^ telescopically to lock the brake pedal in position, 

stolen every 20 seconds. 20 ^ ^ 5345,796 disdoses a vehide brake-pedal 

Theproliferationofmechamcaltypeanti-thcftdevicesfc^ j^j^g ^^^-^^ ^j^^j^ njedianicaily maintains the vehide 

motor vdiicles have resulted m the commercial availability 3 def^essed position to prevent the vehide 

c€ diff^ent types of anti-theft devices. One type of pnoi art ^^^^ ^^^^^ includes a horizontafly and 

system mechamcaOy lodes the brake and accelerator by yeiticaUy pivoting brake-pedal swing arm int^acing struc- 
means of two independent or articulated shoes which lock 

the pedals. The major problem stemming from the use of ,t. tt o x» * xt c ^cj io'* j- » *i *u ^ 

J • - * ^ u * u * f 1 Finally, U.S. Pat No, 5.653 J33 discloses an anti-theft 

such devices is that the dnver has to reach out for the pedal , / tj: % - * • u 1 ^ u » 

^ , . , . . , . r, , device for vehicles having a steenng wheel and a brake. The 

area ctr actually get down on his or her knees in order to , . . , ,^ ^ ^ w ♦ j * 

^ ^, , y. . . J ^. . ..^ * ^ device comprises a brake guard moveably mounted to a 

operate the locking device, and the varying distance between £j_^- x*t.ut, » 1 * a «i u 

, , ... **uj *-«.30 fixed portion of the brake, a lower elongated member which 

the brake and accelerator which can prevent the device from ^ » *j u 

installed, hooks to the brake guard, an uppa* elongated member which 

^ . , ^ J f 1. is locked to the lower elongated member, a wide bar spaced 

More recently, some devices have been suggested which ^ adaptable to be placed around the steering whed 

are constructedfromalongrod consisting of an anti-picking ^ ^ ^j^^ member. When the device is 

material and wMch is {provided at both ends with two shaped 3^ secured with two padlocks, movement of the steering whed 

members that couple respectively with a pedal and with the ^ r^evented, 

steering wheel of the vehicle. The coupling with the steering , j.^t- 

. **,ti,X*I, «^«*c- #»,^ In addition to above discussed devices and technologies, 

whed is locked usmg a safety lock that prevents the same . . , . , , ^ , - . - t^- . 

^ , , * ™ . . * „.u'^u the pnor art also mcludes concmlex tracking devices which 

from being disengaged. This device, which owing to its T . . » . . 1 • ^ j * 1 ^ 

diaracteri^cs. can eniployed on traditional transmission ^ ''^f *<> pohce rf a vehicle ,s reported stolen. The 

cars as well as on automiic transmission vehicles, is search may take up to 24 horn or longer with no guarantee 

affected in the main by two drawbacks. '^.~^«y- l»sunaton of these systems ,s expensive and 

_ , ^ require a monthly momtonng fee. Automotive alarms are 

Fffst. the connexion, due it longitudmal size and ann- ^/^j .j^^ be deactivated by car thieves, 

bersomeness is difScult to Store when the device is not being . . * 

utilized. Secondly, devices of Oils nature actually have a « . ^hfle the pn«r art is r^lete wft me<*aiiisms and 

poor record against theft. Indeed, it is relatively easy to cut inventions for locbng the brake pedals of a vehicle, there k 

the rim of the steering wheel by means of a saw w the like. 1*> for swrftty secmng 

•me rim of the steering wheelis usuaUy not a viable obstacle the brake tr dutch pedal in a non-deprcssible state without 

for thieves, and the anti-ftefl device by can be disengaged dnvCTor op«at«havingtogetdown ontasor herknees 

merdy pulling apart the two ends of the rim. Such devices 50 « Sud. a sysatem would be to disable a 

are also not asndly adaptable for automatic transmission vdnde. because automohrfes bmlt since 1990 canno* stot 

vehides because of their structural diaradcristics. ^/^'^ f ^ « 

In UK patent q)pHcati(m No. 2.091.656. an anti-theft ^"'^ depressed, 

pedal-locking device for vdiicles is described comprising a The present invention is thus directed to a brake or clutdi 

first supporting member extending upwards and provided 55 lode medianism which does not require the dnver or vehicle 

with a safety lock and with a laterally projecting member, a operate get <J«wn on his knees or to move beneatb the 

second supporting member, upon wMch Ae first supporting vdiide and which prevent fte brake from being depr^^ 

member slides, with a projecting member cooperating with These and other objects of the present mvention will be 

thecoirespondingmembcrofthelirstsupportingmemberso <tescribed with reference to the foUowmg summary and 

as to lock a pedal of the vehide when the latter member is 60 description. 

in its lower podtfon, while the lower end of the second SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

supportmg member may carry a base member to rest on the 

floor of the vehicle. In accordance with the present invention, a device for 
A numba^ of United States Patents have also issued on locking the Is^ake or clutdi of a vehide in an upward or 
brake locking mechanisms. U.S. Pat No. 4,040,675 dis- 65 unextended position and preventing vehicle theft is dis- 
closes a vehide anti-theft device which maintains the brak- closed. The invention con^Mises a base member f«^ a 
ing fiindion of the braking fluid by preventing reverse flow placement on the floorboard of a vehide beneath a tcake or 
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clutdi pedal; a U-shaped bouaBg extendiiig downward and same numbers are otflized where applicable. In general, the 

having a first arm attached to the base and having a second present invention is a device specificaOy designed to lock 

^T^^ ^^^^^ ^ ^^^^^1 of a brake or clutch the brake or clutch pedal of a motor vehicle in an up or 

pedal shaft, said space between the first and second arms non-depressed state 

defining a slot fOT receiving the fcrake or clutch pedal shaft k t» - 

and peimitting its fuD extension upward through^shaft; ^^^f^^^^ 1^90, vehicles manufactured for sale in 

and locking means associated with fee seccHid ami fcr Amencan cannot start without the depression the 

locking fee underside of fee pedal within the slot sudi that ^ ^^^^ P^^- invention is spedfically 

fee brake pedal cannot be depressed designed to prevent fee pedal from being depressed feus. 

In a more prefored embodiment, fee present invention is ^^^^Y <lisabling fee vehicle and {^eventing its feeft and 

directed to a device for locking fee brake of a vehicle and ™^ feature is referred to as fee brake pedal shift 

preventing its feeft conpising: a base member for a place- ioteriock BPSI in automatic transnaission vehicles. Ncn- 

ment on fee flocffboard of a vehicle beneafe a brake pedal; automatic transmission or so-call "standard have a similar 

a metallic U-shaped housing extending downward and hav- feature called fee clutch pedal start interlock or CPSL which 

ing a first arm atUched to fee base and having a second requires fee suj^ession of fee dutch pedal to start fee 

shorter arm defining an opening for receivii^ of a brake vehicle. The present invention is applicable to bcHh types of 

pedal shaft, said space between fee first and second arms vehicles. 

defining a slot for recdving fee bi^ pedal shaft and a particular feature of fee present invention is feat it is 

penmtting Its fun extension upward ferough smd^ot, said ij,tended to be utilized by fee driver or operator from fee 

able fee^wife. laid rod having a ^ whidi catdies fee f'^" ^ T"* ""^^ ^"^^^ "^"^^^ 

m>derside of said brake pedal shaft md pulls it upward in a a^ust fee system. While fee present 

decon^ressed position; and locking means for loddng fee will be described in fee context of a conventional 

position of fee rod and pin such feat fee feat the toke pedal automobile, it is to be appreciated feat fee teachings of fee 
canmrt be depressed, 25 P*"^^^^* invention are equaUy applicable to all manner of 

In still a fimher embodiment, fee j^esent invention is vehicles having brake shafts induding sports utility 

directed to a device fw locking fee brake o[ a vehicle and vehicles, vans, pick-up trucks and tracks, 

preventing its feeft comprising: a base member for a place- purposes of explanation the present invention is now 

ment on fee floorboard of a vehicle beneafe a brake pedal; <iescribed in fee context of a device which locks a brake 

a steel U-shaped bousing extending downward and having a 30 *° upward position, feus disabling the BPSI of fee 

first arm attached to fee base and having a second shorter vehicle. Referring now to FIGS. 1 to 4, fee brake lock 

arm defining an opening for recdving of a brake pedal shaft, anti-feeft device of fee present invention 10 conqjrises a 

said space between fee first and second arms defining a slot ^ whidi is placed on fee floor of fee vehicle adjacent 

for receiving fee brake pedal shaft and permitting its full shaft 13. The base 12 feereby is 
extension upward through said slot, said first arm having a 35 ^^^^ A^sh to fee floorboard of fee vehicle directiy below 

cylindrical opening extending feerethrough and coilinearly 13. 

wife said slot; a serrated rod extending thr€«gh said cylin- Extending from the base 12 is a U-shaped steel housing 14 

drical opening and being slidable feo-ewife, said rod having whidi extends downward. The U-shaped housing coji^)rises 

a pin at a first end for catdiing fee underside of said brake 16, 18. One arm 16 of fee U-shaped housing is 
pedal shaft and a handle at a second end fcr pulls it upward 40 shorter fean fee other 18 feereby defining an opening 20 

in a decompressed position; and locking means ad^ted to which extends to a slot 22 defined by fee space between fee 

lock fee sorated rod for locking fee position of fee rod and arms legs of fee U-shaped housing. The opening 20 fadli- 

pin sudi feat fee feat fee brake pedal cannot be depressed, t^^s the placement and removal of fee brake pedal shaft 13. 

BRIEF DESCRIFnON OF THE FIGURES ^ ^ preferred embodiment slot 22 should have an ^proxi- 

45 mate widfe of fee steel brake pedal shaft 13 such that fee 

FIG, 1 is an elevational view of fee brake anti-feeft device brake pedal shaft 13 extends through fee slot and up to a 

of the present invention. extended position. In this position, fee pedal can be 

FIG. 2 is an devational view of fee handle and lock pin depressed fi:eely as it extends downward throng said slot 

utilized wife fee brake lock mechanism cf fee brafe anti- 22. 

feeft device of the j^esent invention. 5^ The invention forther con^mses a locking mechanism 32 

FIG. 3 is an elevational view of fee t»ala; locking anti- assodated wife a second leg 18 of fee U-shaped housing, 

feeft device of fee present invention in an inactive position. The second leg 18 of fee U-shaped housing 14 indudes a 

FIG. 4 is an elevational view of fee l»afce locking anti- cylindrical tube 24 designed to encase a slidable locking pin 

feeft device of the present invention in an activated state. 26 whidi is attadied to fee end of an extendible rod 28. The 

FIG.SisasideperspectiveviewofanaltOTiativeembodi- 55 28 contains madiined lock ratdiets or serrations 30 

ment of the brake locking anti-theft device of fee present whidi extend out fee tube of fee rectangular steel housing to 

invention. a locking mechanism 32, The second end of fee rod 28 

FIG. 6 is a perspective view of fee alternative embodi- con[q)rises a handle 34 which is used to pull fee rod upward, 

ment of fee brake locking anti-feeft device of present The preferred locking mechanism or means 32 whidi is 

invention along line 6 — 6 of FIG. 5. 60 utilized in fee present invention may be a commercially 

FIG. 7 is a perspective view of yet an additional base available key operated steering wheel locking mechanisms, 

embodiment for use in fee present iovention. There are ofeer locking mechanisms suggested by fee 

DETAILED DR<;rRTFnON OF THF ^^^"^ invention induding combination locks. Locking 

65 30 at fee 25>profMiate pomt. As shown most clearly in FIG. 

The brake anti-feeft device of fee i^esent invention is now 4, as fee rod 28 extends upward, the pan 26 enters the slot 22, 

described with reference to the enclosed Figures wherein fee pulls up (Arrow A) and secures the bottom of the brake petal 



